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How have you seen God show up in your life this week? 
 
____________________________________________________________________________
_ 
 
Overview: Matthew 1-13 (Bible Project) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Dv4-n6OYGI  
 
The miracles in MATTHEW 8 demonstrate various areas in which Christ has authority.  
Jesus brings the kingdom into people’s lives. 

 
MATTHEW 8:5-13 (The Faith of the Centurion) 
(Also Luke 7:1-10) 
 
CAPERNAUM--a fishing village established on the northern shore of the Sea of Galilee. 
 
WHAT IS A CENTURION? 
A Centurion in the Roman army--commander of a century, which is a group of 100 soldiers.  
 
WHAT IS SPECIAL ABOUT THIS CENTURION? 
This Centurion was unique because he was well-liked and respected by the Jewish people  

He loved them and built them a synagogue 
Most Roman soldiers were not liked or friendly  
  

CARE AND CONCERNS 
His actions prove he cares for this young servant that is paralyzed and suffering.  

This man had authority over hundreds of soldiers and he came, personally, to ask Jesus 
a question. It shows care and concern that is above and beyond the role of a normal 
Centurion.  

 
Jesus immediately offers to come and heal him.  

He didn’t debate about it. He didn’t check his schedule. He simply offered. 
What is our response when someone asks for us to pray for them? 
 

HUMILITY, FAITH AND AUTHORITY 
In verse 8, what did the Centurion say that shows us his humility and his faith?  

“Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my 
servant will be healed.” 

 
In verse 9, what makes us believe that he understood Jesus is authority? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Dv4-n6OYGI
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“For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and 
he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does 
it.” 

THE PRINCIPLE OF AUTHORITY 
As a man who is used to giving orders, he understood the principle of authority.  
 
ONE WITH AUTHORITY DOES NOT NEED TO BE PRESENT TO ACCOMPLISH A TASK.  

Orders may be carried out by others even at a distance.  
 
JESUS WAS AMAZED? 
This was the kind of faith Jesus was looking for in Israel. 
Faith such as this made entrance into his Kingdom possible;  
It didn't matter what nationality you were, what race you were or what area you were from. 
 
THE FEAST (Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven) 
Eating at a banquet was often associated with the kingdom. 
Some people (referred to as subjects) thought they would automatically gain entrance  

because of their religious backgrounds.  
They considered themselves subjects of the Kingdom.  

They would not  be allowed to enter.  
Instead they would be cast into darkness. 
 
JESUS HEALS FROM A FAR  
In light of this soldier's faith, Jesus heals the servant from right where he stood. 
Jesus didn't need to physically be there to heal. 
Jesus does miracles. What role does faith take in them? 
 
TALK ABOUT IT… 
Define Authority?  

The dictionary says,  
“It is the power or right to give orders, make decisions, and enforce obedience.  

How is the secular definition of authority different then the authority that Jesus 
exercised?  

What does it mean for us to let Jesus have authority in our lives? 
Did healing depend on the Centurion's belief?  
 
 
Notes:_______________________________________________________________________
_ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________
__ 


